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INTRODUCTION


Jerusalem was the capital of the Southern Kingdom of Judah. The Northern Kingdom of Israel had been taken into captivity about 200 years earlier by Assyria. Now, the Babylonians are set to come against the Southern Kingdom. Jerusalem thinks herself to be safe from any invader, but God sends Ezekiel with a message of warning because of all of the wickedness in the land. Let us see what we can learn from this Biblical incident.
I.
THE SETTING—THE PERVASIVENESS OF WICKEDNESS (vv. 23-29)

1.
The Princes (and Their Conspiracy)

(1)
They devour the people by taking all that has value.

(2)
They cause many men to lose their lives, leaving behind many widows.

2.
The Priests (and Their Violence)

(1)
They violate the law and teach others to do the same.

(2)
They do not distinguish between holy and common (in food or in days).

3.
The Politicians (and Their Inhumanity)

(1)
They kill their prey indiscriminately like wolves.

(2)
They shed blood unjustly in order to gain wealth.

4.
The Prophets (and Their Lies)

(1)
They justify the actions of the unjust politicians through false visions..

(2)
They speak a message from God even when God gives none.

5.
The People (and Their Greed)

(1)
They extort and rob their neighbors.

(2)
They oppress and cheat the poor, the needy, and the foreigner.

Such actions of the people are enough to break the heart of God. God has seen their evil deeds, and He has heard the cries of the oppressed. He warns the people that enough is enough. He is going to bring judgment on Judah through the Babylonians.
II.
THE SOLUTION—SOMEONE TO STAND IN THE GAP (vv. 30-31)

1. God is looking for a righteous person in the midst of the wickedness..

2. God needs this person to be an intercessor between God and man.

3. God needs this person in order to save the land from destruction.

4. God needs this person to stop Him from consuming the wicked.

5. God needs this person to keep the people from receiving what they deserve.

If such a person cannot be found, God says that judgment will surely fall. If there is no one to intercede on the people’s behalf, to draw them away from their wickedness and back to God, then there is no hope. Unfortunately, God says that He found no one.
CONCLUSION


The tragic result of God not being able to find a righteous person was that the Southern Kingdom was taken captive by Babylon. The wicked had received their punishment for their sins. The country was lost—its distinct, independent nationality never to be regained until 1948. Think of what might have happened if God had found a righteous person to intercede. How significant it is that God be able to find a righteous person—then, as well as now! What if God should look around at the wickedness of our world and begin to look for a righteous person? Would you be that person that could stand in the gap between God and man? Would God ask you to stand and intercede for your nation? for your church? for your political leaders? for your pastors? for your people? Oh, Dear Friends, let us strive to be righteous men and women of God that He may depend upon us to stand in the gap! 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart today; Try me, O Savior, know my thoughts, I pray. See if there be some wicked way in me; Cleanse me from every sin, and set me free.”
